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Business Activity for the 4 weeks ending May 27 was 
up fractionally from the previous 4 weeks, 2 per cent from 
the corresponding period in 1943, according to the New 
York Times index, and for the first 4 months of the year 
was 6 per cent above the same period last year. Freight 
ear loadings for the same 4-week period were up 5 per 
cent from the previous 4 weeks, 2 per cent from the cor- 
responding 4 weeks of 1943, and 4 per cent for the first 
4 months of the year. The number of commercial failures 
were up slightly during this 4-week period but were down 
substantially from the same period last year and during 
the first 4 months of 1944. 

Income Payments dropped fractionally in April from 
March but were 10 per cent above April, 1943, and for the 
first 4 months of the year were 13 per cent above the 
same period last year. For the first 4 months of the 
year as compared with the same period in 1943, salaries 
and wages income increased 13 per cent, nonagricultural 
income 14 per cent, and agricultural income 14 per cent. 

Industrial Production, as measured by the Federal Re- 
serve Board index, was unchanged in April from March 
but was up 1 per cent from April, 1943, and for the first 
4 months of the year was 4 per cent above the same period 
last year. 

Munitions Production was down 2 per cent in April 
from March but was 19 per cent above April, 1943, and 
for the first 4 months of the year was 30 per cent above 
the same period last year. 

Steel Production was down fractionally in April from 
March but was 3 per cent above April, 1943, and for the 
first 4 months of the year was 2 per cent above the same 
period last year. Pig iron production was down 4 per cent 
in April from March but was up 4 per cent from the same 
month last year and for the first 4 months of this year. 

Retail Trade was down in April from March. Sales of 
independent retailers dropped 5 per cent, of department 
stores and chain stores 2 per cent each, as compared with 
March, 1944. Sales of independent retailers were up 1 
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per cent, of department stores 5 per cent, of chain stores 
6 per cent from April, 1943. For the first 4 months of 
the year, as compared with the same period last year, 
department store sales were up 5 per cent, chain store 
sales 3 per cent, sales of independent retailers 6 per cent. 

Commodity prices were up fractionally in April from 
March; there was little change as compared with April, 
1943, except that retail food prices were down 4 per cent. 
For the first 4 months of the year as compared with the 
same period last year, wholesale commodity prices and 
department store prices were up fractionally and the cost 
of living 1 per cent; retail food prices were down 1 per 
cent. 

Construction Activity, as measured by the value of con- 
tracts awarded, was up 2 per cent in April from March 
but was 41 per cent below April, 1943, and for the first 
4 months of the year was 53 per cent below the same 
period last year. 


IN OHIO 

Bank Debits in 16 cities were up 5 per cent in April 
from March but were 3 per cent below April, 1943. For 
the first 4 months of the year as compared with the same 
period last year, bank debits were up 12 per cent. 

Agricultural Income dropped 3 per cent in April from 
March and was fractionally below April, 1943. For the 
first 4 months of the year, however, agriculture was 10 
per cent above the same period last year. 

Electrical Power Production was down fractionally in 
April from March but was 14 per cent above April, 1943, 
and for the first 4 months of the year was 14 per cent 
above the same period last year. 

Retail Trade dropped in April from March. Department 
stores sales were down 4 per cent, sales of independent 
retailers 2 per cent and dyers’ and cleaners’ sales 5 per 
cent. As compared with April, 1943, dyers’ and cleaners’ 
sales were up 2 per cent and department store sales and 
sales of independent retailers were each down 2 per cent. 
For the first 4 months of the year as compared to the 
(Continued on Page 3) 
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General Business 280 
or Average Indexes for % 
Weeks Ended on Dates 250 
Activity°5/27/44...N.Y.Times| 1 4 2 6 
Fght. Car Loadings™ 5/27/44 44.Thous.| 3,446 3,281; + 656 + 2 4 
Com. Failures” 5/27/44... . .Number 135 131; + 3 — 4 — 67 220 
Calendar Menths 
Total Inc. Paymen eee — 
Salaries and Wages Income™-¢ ” 253 | +10] + 18 !90 
I 
ie. ~ ( 116 129 2 160 
Steel Ingot Oper. Rate”. . 
rit New. .M: 80 58 38 | +111 | + 73 t 
Employment and Pay Rolls” stil 100 
«No. 161 — 2 — 4 — 
No. Empl’d— Retail...... 98 2 7 340 
No. Empl’d—Trade—Whi'sale... 95 2 
«Pay Rollse—Manufact............ ” 318 325| — 2 + 3 + 8 
Production 
Industrial 239 o | +1/+ 4 
Munitions Production™........ 65 667| — 2 + 19 + 30 
Elec. Power Prod.”.. ‘Ma. of KWH. 18,618 19,772 | — 6 + 8 + 12 
Bitum. Coal Prod. Thous. T 49,600 | 54,330; — 9| + + 4 250 
Steel Prod. Av.Weekly Tone Thous.| 1,764 1,765 | — @ + 38 + 2 
ts—U.S. ‘ons| ——220 
Mach. Tool Shipments®. ... Mil. Dol. 4 52 | — 21 — 65 — 58 
Construction (Value of Contracts Awarded—37 Eastern States) 190 
Total (Index) 3 Mov.Av. 1923-85 43 4o| + 8 | —39 | — 54 
179,286 | 176,388 | + 2 | — 41 | — 53 60 
Residential® | 837,772 35,164; + 7 — 52 — 61 
Nonresidential™........ re ” | 69,491 79,960 | — 13 — 28 — 53 
Public Works & UtiL™. ” ™ | 72,023 61,259) + 18 | — 44 | — 47 —— 180 
Distribution a 100 
Retail Sales (34 states)™.........-| — — 6 1| + 
*Dept. Store Sales®.......... 1998 140 148| — 2 ft + 79 
Chain St. Sales™* Av.SameMo.1929-31 186 1389| — 2 + 6 + 
Prices 310 
Wholesale Commod. 1986 104 +0 
eCost of Living™®........ 1983 104 108 | + @ + @ + 1 280 
Retail Food Prices 935-39) 135 134} + @ —A4 — 1 
Dept. Store Prices™® 1931 113 113 0 + @ + @ ase 
Banking and Finance 
220 
May 31 |June2 |June3 
ITEM Unit 1944 1943 1942 Last Last 190 
or Index Menth| Year 
Base Period Amt. | PerCt. 
160 
Federal Reserve Banks $ % 
U. 8. Govt. Securities..... -Mil. Dol. 14,251 6,217 2,582 | +969 +129 
Member Bank Borrowing.. “ 237 21 6| +152 + @ 130 
Member Banks—101 Cities* 
“ 110,081 9,788 10,905 | —175 + 3 
Business & Agr. Loans & 100 
Open Market Paper ....“ “ 5,846 5,662 6,924 | —189 + 3 
Brok. & Other Secur. Lns... “ “ 1,781 1,537 931 | —101 + 16 DOLLARS 
Real Estate Loans ........ « « 11073] 1,150] 1,243 3000 
Other Loans.......- | 1345 | 779] | 
*Total Investments .......... « 139,907 | 37,394 | 20,774 | —511 + 7 
U.S. Govt. Obligations..... “ {37,029 | 34,317 7,226 | —5 + 8 —— 2700 
Demand Deposits ..........- « © 136,208 31,386 25,483 | +1559 | + 15 
Time Deposits ............. =.= 6,705 5,601 5,092 | +131 + 20 
M d Interest = 2400 
Money in Circulation | 11.196 | 12.141] +408 | + 29 
tary Gold Stock ....... _ 
Call Money A, | 1.00 1.0 1.00 0 0 —+— 2100 
Security Markets” 
8 Prices—3 nd.Jndex, 101 100 67 | +3.5 + 1 
Rails 101 97 60 | +3.6 + 4 —— 1800 
A 7 3 
Bond (highest gr.) % | 2.763 +—| 
*Indicates Series Charted (page 2). For Sources and Footnotes, see page 3a. 
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NO. EMPLOYED MFG. 
NO. EMP. NON-MFG. 
NO. EMPLOYED CONST. 
NO. EMPLOYED TOTAL 
MAN-HOURS MFG. 
COAL PRODUCTION «it. 
CONST. CONTRACTS 
AUTO REGISTRATION 
RETAIL SALES 

DEPT. STORE SALES 
DRY CLEANERS SALES 
URBAN LIVING COST 


RETAIL SALES — INDEPENDENT STORES IN OHIO* 


CHANGES IN 
SALES FROM 

Last Lease 
KIND OF BUSINESS Stores | April = ro 

Apr. | Apr. 
1944 | 1944 | 1944 |4 Mos. 

m | from 
ar. | Apr. = 

1944 | 1943 

Vum- 
000 % %o 
157} 1,098|+ @ t 6i+ 3 
Candy 7 26;+ 8 11 
Groceries (no meats). 16 108;+ 38 
7 22;+ 61+ 2 
APPAREL. 3,168;— 2|— 4 
Men’s clothing ....... 40} 623|+ ™/— 11 
Family clothing......... 23 6938 — 13;— 11 
Women’s clothing ....... 19} 1,529;— 14; + 3/+ 1 
Shoe stores........... 24 324); + 20; 
AUTOMOTIVE 63 921;— 3| 
tor 56 898|;— @ 
FURNITURE 1,590} + 12) — 13/— 11 
Furniture...... 66| 1,529;+ 13|—11}/— 9 
Household appl. & radios, 15 50|;+ 6|— 39|— 40 
BUIL 183 | 2,175;+ 10;— 5 
Bldg. material 49 942;+ 6 
130} 1,211;+ 6/+ 6 
EATING AND DRINKING 65 977; — 6/+ 14 
Restaurants........... 55  3'+ 18 
Country general......... 57 249;+ 8/+ 3/+ 2 
Department stores 16,552;— @ 
Drug stores 113 /+ 8/+ 12 
Florists .... 4 57| + + + 22 
Filling stations 13 84;— 9'— 4/+ 4 
ewelry. 54 370 |— 43|— 19/+ 14 
Sporting goods.........- 5 61), + 61+ 9 
All lines : 952 

Weighted by annual sales—1939 census.. |— 2/— 2/+ 8 
Adjusted for number of working days... |+ 6/+ 2/+ 3 


For footnotes and sources, See Page 3a. 


(Continued from Page 1) 
same period last year, department store sales were 
down fractionally, sales of independent retailers up 
3 per cent and of dyers and cleaners 13 per cent. 
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Employment in Ohio industry dropped 1 per cent jn} April, | 
April from March and 8 per cent from April, 1943. Many.| 10 per 
facturing employment was down 2 per cent from Mareh| tion pa 
and 4 per cent from April, 1943. Nonmanufacturing em.| per cet 
ployment was down fractionally from March and 2 per} of the 
cent from April of last year. For the first 4 months off 1943. / 
1944 as compared with the same period of 1943, manu-] pay rol 
facturing employment was down fractionally and non-| groups 
manufacturing employment, 1 per cent. Construction em-/ 1 per ¢ 
ployment in April was up 6 per cent from March, 6 per year a: 
cent from April, 1943, and for the first 4 months of the} one of 
year was 5 per cent above the same period last year. All} Man. 
but one of the 10 major manufacturing groups reported} dro 

ppe 
employment decreases in April from March, ranging from} from / 
fractional declines to 2 per cent. As compared with April,] were 3 
1943, 4 major groups reported employment increases and| hours 
6, declines. For the first 4 months of the year, 5 of the 10 tionall; 
major groups reported increases from the same period 1943, b 
last year. tionall 

Manufacturing pay rolls in April dropped 2 per cent} major 
from March but were 3 per cent above April, 1943, and] hours ' 
for the first 4 months of the year were 8 per cent above} of the 
the same period last year. Nonmanufacturing pay mills} 7 of th 
in April were up fractionally from March, 8 per cent from} worked 

P 
1986-39=100 Cuanes =100 
INDUSTRIAL GROUP ~~ 

| fom | rom | | 1044 

1944 | 1943 | 198 

% | % | % | 

All Manufacturing (2509)...... 1 1465|— 2|— 4|—® | $40 
Chemicals (146) 150|— 2|— 4 283 
Food Products (210).......... 101 99/+ 1/+ 5 2 165 
Bakery (64) 101; 1/+ 167 
Miscellaneous (146) ....... 96 +7 157 
Lumber P 169) 172|— 2|+ 9| 366 
Furniture (46) ............ 179} 1|+12| + 413 
Miscellaneous (32) ........ lll} 14/— 189 

Metal Products (621)......... 1 150;— 2|— 7} —8 305 

‘oun P. and Drop 

Forgings (249) .......... 201;— 425 

ipes, ps, Valves and 
Plumbers’ Supplies (16). 81 148 
Screw Machine Products 
and Hardware (41)....... 153 159|— 7|/—8 $25 
Sheet Metal Work (80)..... 127| 126;+/+ 2/46 279 
Steel Works and ing 
122}; 124|— 241 
Stoves and Furnaces (34) 128| 129|—®|+ | 289 
Miscellaneous (118) ....... 2 225|— 2|— 426 
Paper and Print. (232)....... 107; 108|—@|— 2| 156 
Paper, inc. Stationery (25). 106 1077|;— @|— 3| —® | 188 
Print. and Publish. (164)..| 2 | 148 
Miscellaneous (43) ........ 112} 8|— | 190 

Rubber Products (51) ........ 149} 152)— 2|+ 11| +B BM) 309 
Tires and Tubes (16)...... 1 1 — 2/+1)| +8 319 
Miscellaneous (35) ........ 142) 144/— 2/+ +® 239 
Stone, 

Products (148) .......... 101; 7|—! 163 
100; 101|;— 5] + 175 
Vitreous and Semi-Vitreous 

China and Pottery (34)..| 121| 120) + 4| 157 
Miscellaneous (18) ........ 14 118 

en’s Clothing (54)....... 85 |— © | — 10| — 
Miscellaneous (71) ........ 79 81|— | 181 

301|— 2| +] + 708 

Mise. Manufacturing (592)... 125 128;— 2|— | 226 
Nonmanufacturing (5114) ...... 101} + @|— 

Trade (Ret. & (4247). | 101) 100) + @|— | 131 

Transport. & Pub. Util. (624) | 101|— — | 155 
Construction tease 95 6/+ 6] + | 146 

Indexes of number and of pay rolls are based on the of 974,7 
ment of 933,269 persons in 6562 firms. — 


NOTE:—Machinery group is included in the total indexes but is 
For sources and footnotes, see p. 8a. 
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, 4d Man-Hours in Ohio Industry 
nt in| April, 1943, and for the first 10 months of the year were 1955 1937 1939 1941 194 AF 
Manu-| 10 per cent above the same period last year. Construc- RUBBER PRODUCTS (1935 - 1939 +100) INDEX 
March} tion pay rolls in April were 7 per cent above March, 15 eee TTT TTTTT) 260 
gem-| per cent above April, 1943, and for the first 4 months 220 220 
2 per} of the year were 12 per cent above the first 4 months of 
ths of} 1943. All of the 10 major manufacturing groups reported 180 180 
manu-| pay roll decreases in April from March, but all except 2 po Beg 
- non-| groups reported increases from April, 1943, ranging from 140 : a ge 140 
m em-| 1 per cent to 15 per cent. For the first 4 months of the - =" om Se 
6 per| year as compared with the same period last year, all but : rT a | ” 
of the} one of the major groups reported increases. 60 [NUMBER EMPLOYED 
r. All} Man-hours worked in the manufacturing industries 
ported} dropped 3 per cent in April from March and 1 per cent STONE CLAY AND GLASS PRODUCTS - 
t from} from April, 1943, but for the first 4 months of the year | ee wy mee 
April,} were 3 per cent above the same period last year. Man- i —— PAY ROLLS 140 
es and} hours in the nonmanufacturing industries dropped frac- ae, 
the 10} tionally in April from March and 1 per cent from April, 100 199 
Period } 1943, but for the first 4 months of the year were up frac- TEXTILES ps. 
tionally from the same period last year. All of the 10 140 a Auf —e 
r cent} major manufacturing groups reported decreases in man- \ 
3, and} hours worked in April from March. For the first 4 months 100 100 
above} of the year as compared with the same period last year, te 
y rolls} 7 of the major groups reported increases in the man-hours 60 a 
it from} worked and 3, decreases. VEHICLES 
$80 TITTTTIT] 580 
540 540 
Pay Rouis’ Man-Hours*™ 
500 500 
=100 Cuance 1986-39100 Cuanes 
460 460 
4 A Apr. 4 . 
months Mar 1944 1944 months Apr. | Mar 
13 1944 | 1948 | 1948 1944 | 1948 | 1948 pan 
380 
4, | aM el _| _| |e] 
216 — s|— + 8 340 340 
t | 2 8 183 | 3|— + 1 
2 165|— 1 12 15 106} 107|/— 1 ™1 + 6 
in "9 111 s/t 4 300 300 
157} — © | + 16 19 11 10 
+19 418}— + 20] + 30 226| 236/— 4/+ +19 260 260 
-4 425}— + 4 258| 264|— — 2 
-2 us}—@|— —16 o7|—@|—13| — 20 180 180 
825 3 6 9| — 2 
40| | ise| ies|— 4 20| 90 100 
1/4 3/4 8 1/+@] 4 3 60 
— 131+ 2) + 9) + 7 116} 
5|—@| + 6 | 125] 5|— 5| + 1 TOTAL PRIVATE CONSTRUCTIO 
| 1| + 28 145} 1/+ 8 io PAY ROLLS 
| 175 4|+12| + 20 99| 1] + 7 140 M 140 
— 4m) 4 —o@ 96 — 3|—1e| 
— 5) + 97 | 104|— 7|—18| —10 60 
— 2) +12) + 20 406} 3] +11 
+10) +12 | m4) + + 8 100 100 
the of 974,736 persons in 8471 firms; indexes of man-hours, on the employ- 60 L L | ed 60 
ut is for publication separately. 


1935 1937 1939 1941 1943 1944 


6 Bulletin of Business Research 


Business Conditions in 


© May, 1944 
1935 1937 1939 1941 1943 1944 
AKRON 
340 k 340 
310 310 
vA 
280 "y 280 
250 250 
220 220 
190 190 
BANK 
Pay ROLLS 
130 130 
] C3790 
70 
340 
CANTON 
310 310 
280 280 
250 250 
220 220 
190 190 
PAY ROLLS 
130 Litil 130 
100 - 
| TTT TT 310 
70 
280 
CINCINNATI 
250 250 
220 7 220 
190 AL 190 
160 AA 160 
130 -PAY ROLLS igo 
| 
310 
| BANK DEBITS | 
70 
280 
CLEVELAND 
250 250 
\ 
220 —\ 220 
190 190 
160 160 
PAY ROLLS 
100 100 
70 | | 70 
1935 1937 1939 1941 1943 1944 


AKRON 

April manufacturing employment declined 3 per 
cent from March, 5 per cent from April, 1943, and 
for the first 4 months of the year was 2 per cent 
below the same period last year. Construction em- 
ployment rose 6 per cent from March but was down 
14 per cent from April, 1943. All manufacturing 
pay rolls dropped 8 per cent in April from March 
and 6 per cent from April, 1943, but were 3 per 
cent above the same period last year. Cost of liv- 
ing was up fractionally in April from March and 
from April, 1943. Sales of 30 independent retailers 
declined 4 per cent from March and 8 per cent from 
April, 1943. Bank debits declined 4 per cent from 
March but were 8 per cent above the same period 
last year. Industrial power consumption was up 3 
per cent from March, 22 per cent from April, 1943, 
and 33 per cent for the year to date. 


CANTON 

All manufacturing employment decreased fraction- 
ally from March, 4 per cent from April, 1943, and 2 
per cent in the first 4 months of the year as com- 
pared with the same period in 1943. All manufac- 
turing pay rolls rose 2 per cent from March and 
2 per cent from April, 1943, but declined 2 per cent 
for the year to date. Retail sales of 32 independent 
retailers were down 4 per cent from March but for 
the first 4 months of the year were 6 per cent above 
the same period last year. Bank debits increased 
4 per cent from March but were down 1 per cent 
from April, 1943, and up 10 per cent for the year 
to date. 


CINCINNATI 

Manufacturing employment in April was down 1 
per cent from March and 3 per cent from April, 
1943, but was up fractionally in the first 4 months 
of the year as compared with the same period in 
1943. Construction employment rose 5 per cent from 
March, 14 per cent from April, 1943, and 6 per cent 
for the year to date. Pay rolls in manufacturing 
declined 1 per cent from March but were up 4 per 
cent from April, 1943, and for the first 4 months of 
the year were 9 per cent above the same period last 
year. Cost of living was up 2 per cent from March. 
Retail sales of 51 independent stores were down 6 
per cent from March but increased 3 per cent from 
April, 1943. Bank debits declined 3 per cent from 
March and 13 per cent from April, 1943. 


CLEVELAND 

April manufacturing employment decreased 1 per 
cent from last month, 5 per cent from April, 1943, 
and fractionally for the year to date. Construction 
employment was up 10 per cent from March, 12 per 
cent from April, 1948, and 8 per cent in the first 4 
months of the year as compared with the same period 
in 1943. Manufacturing pay rolls were down 5 per 
cent from March and 1 per cent from April, 1943, 
but were up 7 per cent for the year to date. Cost of 
living in April was up fractionally from both March, 
1944, and April, 1943. Sales of 97 independent re- 


tailers declined 9 per cent from March and 6 per@ 


cent from April, 1943. Retail food prices rose frac 


tionally from March. Bank debits were up 11 per @ 


cent from March and 5 per cent from April, 1943. 
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CHANGE FROM 
Last 
Mowrn Last Year 
ITEM 
Apr. | Mar.| Apr. Apr. 4 
. 1944 | 1944 1944 1 months 
Unit from 1944 
or Index Mar. Apr. from 
Base Period 1944 1943 1943 
AKRON 
Jo Go 
Number Employed Indexes :* 

All Manufacturing (96)*..... 189 195 | — 3 — 65 — 2 
Nonmanvufacturing”® ......... ” — 
Construction (51)®*......... 115 109 | + 6 — 18 

*Pay Roll Indexes:? Total®...... —| — 
All Manufacturing (96)* ic 331 361; — 8 — 6 + 8 
Construction (51)** 265 256; + 4 — 5&5 — 6 

Cost of Living™.......:<<+«.J@m. 1989 126 126; + @ + 0 + @ 
Retail Sales—Independent Stores® (30)* _ —|— 4 — 8 — 4 
Auto Registrations :* New Cars .Number 21 46 | — 54 — 82 — 53 
° 1 New Trucks ”™ 25 13} + 92 — 24 — 13 
eBank Debits Index®-* ..........1085-89 296; — 4 — 7 + 8 
Commercial Failures? 0 0 0 0 — 2+ 
Liabilities ......Thous. Dol. 0 0 0 0 T'S 

Indus. Power Consump. Index!-* 1935-39 313 303; + 3 + 22 33 
Val. Bldg. Permits—Tot. Ind.** ” 6388 | 562; — 8 | —81 
s9| 107| —17 | — 93 | — 90 
...........-.. 1,001 | 1,498| —33 | +@ | + @ 

CANTON 
Number Employed Indexes 

All (82)* . 185 187 | — @ — 4 — 2 

*Pay Roll Indexes :? Total®... = 

All ee ee (82)" . ped 341 3356| + 2 + 2 — 2 

Retail Sales— Independent “Stores® + 6 
Auto Registrations :* New Cars .Numbe~ 16 13 | + 23 — 69 — 57 

ew Trucks 4 ™| — 43 0 — 382 

*Bank Debits Index®* ..........1985-8f 287 227| + 4 — 1 + 10 

Commercial ‘umber 1 0; + If 0 0 
Liabilities . “Thous. Dol. 3 — 79 — 79 
Val. Bidg. Permits—Tot. 1985-39 56 26 | +118 — 6 — 79 

Residential. 5 | | — 99 

Nonresidential ............-. 7 3 | +158 — 45 — 18 
CINCINNATI 
Number Employed Indexes :* 

All Manufacturing (481)*.... 202 206; — 1 — 3 + @ 
Construction (167)** ....... 61 58; + 5 +14 + 6 

All Manufacturing = e 409 414; — 1 + 4 + 9 
Construction (167 ea 7 ” 89 + 7 + 27 16 
Cost of Living® ey 123 120; + 2 —@ @ 

Retail Sales—Independent Stores® (51)* _ —i— 6 + 3 1 
Retail Food Price Index” ...... 1935-39 135 1338 | + 2 — 2 + @ 
Auto Registrations :* New Cars .Nw 56 46} + 22 — 71 — 83 
New Trucks 36 12} +200 + @ 281 

*Bank Debits Index®* 181 187; — 3 — 13 5 
Commercial 0 0 0 0 — 4 
Liabilities Thous. Dol. 0 0 0 —100 

Val. Bidg. Tot. 1935-39 18 11} + 57 — $81 + 5 

0 —100 —100 + 65 

Nonresidential .......... 22 0.2) + @ + @ +554 
Steel Ind. Oper. Rate! Whe. Av. % Cap. 87 — 2 — 5 — 
CLEVELAND 
Number Employed Indexes :7 

All Manufacturing ‘(601 181 188 | — 1 — 5 
Construction (254)8* .. 157 143 | + 10 + 12 + 8 

*Pay Roll Indexes :? Total”. . 

All Manufacturing (601)* 389 410; — 5 — 1 + 7 
Construction (264)#* ....... 170 158} + 8 + 22 + 15 
Cost of Living™ .............Jan. 1989 123 + + 1 

Retail Sales—Independent Stores® (97)* — —|— 9 — 6 — 3 
Retail Food Price Index ......1985-89 142 140; + @ + @ + 2 
Auto Registrations :* New Cars .Number 88| 108) —15 | —71 | — 48 
New Trucks ” 43 57 | — 26 + 54 61 
*Bank Debits Index®:t ..........1985-39 236 213; + 11 + 5 17 
Commercial 0 0 o | — 6t| — 21t 
Liabili Dol, 0 0 0 —100 — 91 
Val. Bldg. Permits—Tot. Ind. t 1935-89 147} 222) — 34 | — 26 | + 387 

ae 234 130 | + 80 + @ — 6 
Nonresidential . ee 33 285 | — 88 — 87 +124 
Steel Ind. Oper. Rate“ "| Wks. Av. % Cap. 93 %)}— 1 — 1 + @ 

Indicates Series Charted (page 7). For Sources and Footnotes, see Page Sa. 


per 


Mar. 
1944 | 1944 
Unit 
or Index 
Base Period 
COLUMBUS 
Employed Indexes :* 
All Manufacturing (126) ms 205 210; — 2 — 8 + 8 
All Manufacturing (126)*.... ” 450 456; — 1 + 2 +u 
Retail Sales—Independent Stores® (45)* — —|i— 8 + 6 + 7 
Retail Food Price Index™...... 1935-39 127 127; + ® — 6 — 8 
Auto Registrations :* New Cars .Number 53 61 | — 13 — 62 — 16 
New Trucks ” 18 29; — 38 — 18 +111 
eBank Debits Index®.t 180 169; + 7 +1 
Commercial 0 0 0 
ilities ......Thous. Dol. 0 0 0 o|+@ 
Val. Bidg. permite Tot. ind. t 1985-89 41 23 | + 77 —o|—@ 
Residential. 13 | —8 | 
Nonresidential ............. 34 62 | — 45 +502 +258 
DAYTON 
Number Employed Indexes 
All Manufacturing (144)*.. - 161 168; — 1 — 6 — 3 
Nonmanufacturing” ....... — ~ 
Construction * ........ 84 7231+ 8 + 20 + 21 
Roll Indexes:* Total®...... ” — 
All Manufacturing (144)*.... ” 417 425| — 2 + 35 + ” 
Construction (57)#* ........ 172 155 |} + ll + 26 
of Living™........... 1989 123 122; + 1 + 1 
Retail Sales—I ndependent Stores® — 16 —B 
Auto Registrations :* New Cars .Number 13 11|} + 18 — 90 — & 
ee New Trucks “ 5 3 t 67 + 67 + 
eBank Debits Index®-* ..... ++ 1985-39 2382 222 4 — 8 +9 
Commercial Failures ......... Number 0 0 0 0 0 
“fe Liabilities ...... T Dol, 0 0 0 0 0 
Indus. Power Consump. Index!-* 1985-39 214 200; + 7 + 14 +l 
Val. Bldg. Permits—Tot. ” 124 64 | + 94 — 15 —2 
Residential ........... coves ps 213 84 | +153 — 38 — 64 
Nonresidential ............++ 86 30 +189 +138 +110 
TOLEDO 

Number Employed Indexes :* 
All Manufacturing (155)*.... 145 1464) — @ + 4 +0 
All Manufacturing 276 273| + 1 + 8 +B 
Cost of Living™......... . Jan. 1989 126 124; + 1 + 2 +1 
Retail Sales—Independent Stores® (53)* — —i— 8 + 2 + 7 
Auto Registrations : New Cars .Number 19 36 | — 47 — 84 — 8 
New Trucks 8p 46 9) +411 +318 + 88 
*Bank Debits Index®* .......... 1935-39 225 2138; + 6 + @ 16 
Commercial Failures? .........Number 0 1|— 0 lt 
Liabilities. Thous. Dol. 0 4| —100 0 @ 
Indus. Power Consump. Index?-* 1935-39 248 242; + 2 + 20 +2 
Val. Bldg. Permits—Tot. Ind.** ” 46 25 | + 86 — 18 +1653 
0 0 0 0 0 
Nonresidential .............. = 108 53 | +105 —ll +240 

YOUNGSTOWN 

Number Employed Indexes :* 
All Manufacturing (88)*..... 125 — + @ +2 
Construction (34)8#* ........ 41 44); —11 | —28 | —2 
All Manufacturing (83)*..... 240} 239| +@ | +10 | +2 
Nonmanufacturing” ......... ” - 
RAR 60 68| —12 | —42 | —% 
Cost of Jan.1989 +” | 
Retail Sales—Independent Stores® (31)* — —|— 8 + 4 +1 
Auto Registrations :* New Cars . Number ll 14) —21 | —67 | —8 
ew Trucks ” 3 1} +200 o|—2 
*Bank Debits Index®-* .......... 1985-89 | 176| + 9 | — 2] + 
Commercial Failu Number 0 0 0 
Liabilities ...... Thous. Dol. 0 0 0 o | 
Indus. Power Consump. Index’: 1985-89 | 216| 192| + 13 | +12 | +® 
Val. Bide. P Permits—Tot. 10 18| —44 | + 38 | —8 
Residential ........... osetia 0 0 0 o | —10 
Nonresidential .............. - 2 53 | — 96 — @& +419 
Steel Ind. Oper. Rate™ 4 Wks. Av. % Cap. 95 | — @ == ¥ — 2 


eIndieates Series Charted (page 7). For Sources and Footnotes, see 
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the Chief Ohio Cities 


COLUMBUS 

Manufacturing employment declined 2 per cent 
from March and 3 per cent from April, 1943, but 
was up 3 per cent in the first 4 months of the year 
as compared with the same period in 1943. All manu- 
facturing pay rolls were down 1 per cent from March 
but were up 2 per cent from April, 1943, and 11 per 
cent for the year to date. Retail sales of 45 inde- 
pendent retailers decreased 3 per cent from March 
but were up 6 per cent from April, 1943, and for 
the first 4 months of the year were 7 per cent above 
the same period last year. Retail food prices in- 
creased fractionally in April from March but were 
down 6 per cent from April, 1943. Bank debits in- 
creased 7 per cent from March and 17 per cent for 
the year to date. 


DAYTON 

April manufacturing employment declined 1 per 
cent from March, 6 per cent from April, 1943, and 
8 per cent for the year to date. Manufacturing pay 
rolls were down 2 per cent from March but were up 
35 per cent from April, 1943, and 40 per cent in the 
first 4 months of the year as compared with the same 
period in 1943. Cost of living increased 1 per cent 
from March. Sales of 28 independent retailers de- 
clined fractionally from March, 15 per cent from 
April, 1948, and 13 per cent for the year to date. 
Bank debits were up 4 per cent from March but 
declined 3 per cent from April, 1943. Industrial 
power consumption increased 7 per cent from March 
and for the first 4 months of the year was 11 per 
cent above the same period last year. 


TOLEDO 

Manufacturing employment dropped fractionally 
in April from March but was up 4 per cent from 
April, 1943, and 10 per cent in the first 4 months 
of the year as compared with the same period in 
1943. All manufacturing pay rolls increased 1 per 
cent from March, 8 per cent from April, 1943, and 
13 per cent for the year to date. Cost of living was 
up 1 per cent from March. Sales of 53 independent 
retailers were down 3 per cent from March but 
increased 2 per cent from April, 1943. Bank debits 
increased 6 per cent from March and 16 per cent for 
the year to date. Industrial power consumption was 
up 2 per cent from March, 20 per cent from April, 
1943, and for the first 4 months of the year was 22 
per cent above the same period last year. ~ 


YOUNGSTOWN 

All manufacturing employment dropped fraction- 
ally in April from March but was up fractionally 
from April, 1943, and 2 per cent in the first 4 months 
of the year as compared with the same period in 
1943. Pay rolls in manufacturing were up fraction- 
ally from March, 10 per cent from April, 1943, and 
12 per cent for the year to date. Cost of living rose 
fractionally from March. Sales of 31 independent 
retailers decreased 8 per cent from March but were 
up 4 per cent from April, 1943. Bank debits rose 
9 per cent both from March and for the year to 
date. Industrial power consumption increased 13 
per cent from March and 12 per cent from April, 


1943. The steel industry operated at 95 per cent 
of capacity. 
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The data in the accompanying table and chart indicate 
the trend in the average weekly earnings of wage earners 
in manufacturing plants in the 8 large metropolitan areas 
in Ohio for the period 1941-1943. In addition, the purchas- 
ing power of the weekly earnings (actual earnings ad- 
justed for changes in the cost of living) is also shown. 

In 1948, highest average weekly wages were paid in 
Cleveland, $56.29, with the wages received in Dayton 
running a close second, $56.20. Lowest average wages 
were paid in Columbus, $43.16. 

When the actual dollar earnings are adjusted for 
changes in the cost of living so that the purchasing power 
of the dollar remains constant at its 1941 levels in each of 
the 8 cities, the trend in the earnings is still upward. This 
upward trend in real earnings means that the increase in 


AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS OF WAGE EARNERS IN 
MANUFACTURING INDUSTRIES, EIGHT LARGE 
METROPOLITAN AREAS, OHIO, 1941-1943 


ZS <n < <25 ° 
| |] Of | Oz OS | | ata! | 


Jan. 50.43 | 46.09 | 41.44| 58.67 | 40.64 51.40 | 46.17 
Feb. 46.69 | 41.89 | 63.92) 41.21 | 53.94) 52.48 | 46.54 
52.76 | 50.45 | 42.31 | 54.538} 40.99 | 58.17 | 52.24 | 46.57 


53.84 | 49.70 | 42.94 56.59 | 42.44| 54.26 54.86 | 48.35 
. 54.83 | 47.05 
uJ 53.28 | 47.18 
Aug. 52.16 | 50.86 | 43.95 | 56.97 02 


Avg. 58.88 | 49.54 | 44.34) 56.29] 43.16) 56.20 | 54.05 | 48.42 


REAL AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS IN 1941 DOLLARS 
(Dollar Earnings Deflated by Cost of Living) 


1941 
Avg. | $87.49 | $37.20 | $32.43 | $36.90 | $29.18 | $39.86 | $37.20 | $36.82 
1942 
Avg. 40.53 | 39.14) 84.92 | 41.22 | 34.31] 45.51 42.39 | 36.89 
1943 


Avg. 46.37 | 42.63 | 37.98 | 48.19 | 37.14 | 47.95 | 45.88 | 41.53 


© Hamilton and Butler Counties, Ohio; and Campbell and Kenton 
Counties, Kentucky. 

® Cuyahoga and Lorain Counties, Ohio. 

® Mahoning and Trumbull Counties, Ohio; and Lawrence and Mer- 
cer Counties, Pennsylvania. 

Source: Computed by the Bureau of Business Research from special 
tabulations supplied by the Bureau of Labor Statistics, United States 
Department of Labor. These data are based on reports from approxi- 

mately 90 establishments in Akron; 80, in Canton; 400, in Cincinnati ; 

575, in Cleveland; 130, in Columbus ; 140 in Dayton ; ‘140, in Toledo ; 

70, in Youngstown. Money earnings were deflated by cost of living in- 
dexes we by the National Industrial Conference Board. 

Dollar earnings in Canton and Columbus were deflated by 

en cick coun index of the cost of living in the other six cities. 


WEEKLY EARNINGS OF WAGE EARNERS IN MANUFACTURING IN OHIO 


ANNUAL AVERAGE WAGE AND AVERAGE ANNUAL 
WEEKLY WAGES AND REAL WAGES, EIGHT 


LARGE OHIO CITIES, 1941-1943 
DOLLARS 

AKRON 
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50 
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40 


50) CANTON 
40 


40, CINCINNATI 


1941 1942 
AVERAGE WAGE 


AVERAGE REAL WAGE 
Source: Accompanying table. 


1943 


the average weekly “take home pay” has been more than 
enough to cover the increase in the cost of living in each 
of the 8 cities. 

In terms of a dollar whose purchasing power remains 
constant at the 1941 levels in each of the cities, earnings 
(real wages) increased more in Cleveland than in any of 
the other 7 cities. ‘Thus, as among the 8 cities, Cleveland 
wage earners received the most pay in 1943, their wages 
increased most in the period 1941 to 1943, and the increase 
in purchasing power from the 1941 level in each of the 
8 cities was greatest. Money earnings of wage earners in 
Youngstown increased the least in 1948 from 1941, and 
the purchasing power of the increase was less than that 
which obtained in any of the other cities. It should be 
noted that the above comparisons deal only with increases 
in purchasing power relative to the 1941 level of living 
costs in each of the 8 cities. Since the cost of living was 
undoubtedly at different levels in each of the 8 cities in 
1941, the purchasing power of the dollar was different and, 
hence, absolute comparisons of the purchasing power of 
wages paid in the 8 cities should not be made. It should 
also be mentioned that the increase in real wages paid as 
shown here does not necessarily indicate an increase in 
real spendable income because no allowance has been made 
for increase in taxes. SAM ARNOLD 


DOLL RS 
Jan. | $36.89 | $32.94 | $29.28 | $32.50 | $24.47 | $36.14 | $35.46 | $83.04 Re Gee ' I 
Feb. | 35.54| 34.16 | 30.74 | 34.82 | 25.49| 387.62 | 35.31 | 34.58 20 20 
Mar. | 36.15 | 34.07| 30.64] 34.89 | 26.56 | 39.52 | 36.08 | 35.04 
Apr. | 35.84 | 37.44| 31.11| 34.61| 29.61 | 39.39 35.30 37.34 
May 36.64 | 37.69 | 31.76 | 36.88| 27.91 | 40.97 | 36.05 | 38.08 10 70 10) 70 
June | 39.90| 39.39 | 32.14 | 37.52 | 29.56| 40.92 | 37.14| 39.44 
July | 38.00) 36.08| 30.87| 35.47| 28.35 | 39.86 | 35.75 | 35.09 [0 
t. 7.08 | 34. 5 36.2: 
Oct. | 37.74| 38.97 | 38.98| 39.47| 81.42| 41.56 | 39.10 | 37.55 50) CLEVELAND 50 50) YOUNGSTOWN po 
Nov. | 39.75 | 39.58| 34.13 | 39.11| 31.39| 39.03 | 37.85 | 38.86 
Dec. | 38.50 | 39.25 | 35.76| 40.43 | 32.29] 41.41| 41.89 37.72 0 
4 Avg. $7.49 | 37.20 | 32.48 | 36.90 | 29.18] 39.86 37.20| 36.82 
Jan. | 40.81 | 39.26) 35.81 | 40.52| 83.89 41.75 43.89 | 37.16 20 20 20 
Feb. 41.30 | 41.69| 36.97] 42.98] 35.00| 45.49| 45.24 | 38.98 
Mar. | 43.10) 41.76) 38.77 | 42.04 | 35.52 | 47.58 | 45.97 | 39.59 
Apr. | 48.17] 40.80 | 37.76 | 42.80 | 33.74 | 49.60 47.01| 38.64 10 10 
June | 44.80| 41.14| 37.72 | 48.38 | 37.25 | 51.53 | 49.49 38.12 
July | 46.45 | 41.38 39.91 | 44.24] 37.81] 51.26| 4857 37.82 1941 1942 1943 
Aug. | 46.24) 48.91| 40.15| 46.67| 37.52| 52.45 | 49.51 41.62 : 
Sept. | 45.01 | 43.24| 38.84| 46.25| 37.19| 51.91 | 47.13 | 41.71 
Oct. | 46.75 | 44.01| 40.99| 50.23 | 38.89| 52.49 48.48 43.30 
Nov. | 48.10 | 45.50 | 41.02 | 51.60| 38.85 | 54.56 | 50.08 | 45.10 
Dec. | 49.78 | 45.42| 41.70| 51.70) 42.92| 54.81 51.27| 44.73 2 
Avg. | 45.27| 42.58 | 39.07 | 45.84 | 37.38 | 50.74 | 47.86 | 40.51 
1943 
Apr 58 
54 | | 38 | 00.2 2 bys DD. 
Oct. | 56.14 | 58.32 47.19| 5887] 45.16 | 58.82) 57.25 | 44.78 
Nov. | 57.91 51.71 | 47.15 | 59.21 | 45.88 | 58.37 | 34.91 | 50.18 
Dec. | 56.72} 50.79 | 47.18; 58.39| 44.60 | 58.64 | 57.16 | 49.52 
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